The old platform on the
south side used to be
Hill End Station, close
to the former county

| psychiatric hospital.

St Albans is one of England’s oldest cities with a rich

architectural heritage. It has several museums, including Q «
the Roman museum in Verulam park (left) and the City (/)‘o
museum on Hatfield Road. Today, St Atbans is a thriving

The old wooden railway platform on the
north side is all that is left of the Sanders
Siding, built in 1890 to transport orchids
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From the city, follow any of the

crossing the

yellow roads on the map to reach
the Alban Way.

railway line! This
is the official
start of the St
Albans end of
the Alban Way, at
Leyland Avenue.

Watercress Beds

Just off Riverside Road and
just by the access ramp

up onto the Alban Way is
the Watercress Wildlife
Association nature reserve.
Maintained by volunteers,
this small space provides
an urban sanctuary for
wildlife on the site of
former watercress beds
and includes a butterfly
meadow, a woodland area,
a bog and an orchard.

Near the old station, the Alban
Way passes under a huge

railway bridge carrying today’s
mainline rail traffic.
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Take care crossing the road.

Hill End Lane leads to Hixberry
Lane, a pleasant off-road route .
to the village of Tyttenhanger.

the paths in this area.
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The Blackberry Arch
created by local sculptor
Diane Maclean in 1998.
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This cast iron milepost marks

the boundary between St Albans
and Welwyn Hatfield. There are
many mileposts like this along the
National Cycle Network, a 6,000-
mile backbone of cycle and walking
routes around the UK, co-ordinated
by Sustrans.

s Green Lane

In 1934, the De Havilland

aircraft company set up its

factory here, to produce
many remarkable planes,
including the Mosquito,

Trident, Comet Racer (right)

andTiger Moth (left).

The airfield has been
redeveloped to provide

commercial, residential and

leisure facilities, as well
as a new campus for the

University of Hertfordshire.
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Hatfield Galleria contains shops,
eateries and leisure facilities,
including a multi-screen cinema.
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Tesco to The route goes over Wrestlers’
o S 5 Bridge and joins the Great
North Way cycle route, Route
12 of the National Cycle
Network, which goes north to
Stanborough Lakes, Welwyn
Garden City & Stevenage.
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Dating back to Saxon
times, the village of
Hatfield was first known
as Hetfelle. Always
important because of
Q 12} its position on the Great
S North Road, Hatfield
;:t grew rapidly in the late
= . )
Cc)r nineteenth century, with
N
<
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the development of fast
railway links with London
and the north.

Beaconsfield Rd

The town grew even faster
in the twentieth century,
fuelled by the aircraft
industry and the post-war
demand for new housing,
and was developed as one
of London’s new towns.
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Old Hatfield has many historic
buildings, including the Old Palace,
built in 1497, whose most famous
resident was Princess Elizabeth. It was
here, in 1558, that she learned she had
become Queen, following the death of
Queen Mary.

The Old Palace sits in the grounds of
Hatfield House, built in 1607 as the
seat of the Cecil family and still home , { T

to Lord and Lady Salisbury. A stunning 4 Map / photography / leaflet design by Stephen Wragg: L ! . - ‘
Jacobean house, Hatfield House sits in Wragg Art House & St Albans Cycle Campaign member: www.wah.co.uk.
its own Great Park and has magnificent
gardens, nature trails and a national
collection of model soldiers.
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Historical information about the former railway line is based on: S t I b a n S & H a tf I e I d

The Hatfield to St Albans Branch Line by R Taylor and B Anderson (Oakwood Press).
3rd edition May 2006 — © WAH 2006

Map text by Jane Dudman.

but you can lock your bike at the
Railway Station opposite the main
entrance on the Great North Road.




