Walking & Cycling
The Nickey Line

the green route from
Hemel Hempstead via Redbourn
to Harpenden

The Nickey Line was a 7mile (12km) branch

line that once linked the Midland Railway at
Harpenden to Boxmoor, near Hemel Hempstead.
Passenger services ended in 1947 but a section

of the line carried freight until 1979. Much of the
track bed still remained intact when it was bought
by Dacorum and St Albans councils in the early
1980's and opened for walking and cycling.

The route now forms a pleasant green corridor
with a rural aspect along much of its length -
providing attractive countryside or woodland
walks as well as generally traffic-free access to
school and work. Although there are steep
embankments or cuttings and several bridges
have been removed there is level access for
cyclists and wheelchairs along most of the route
(steps are shown on the map).

The Nickey Line forms part of Route 57 of the
Sustrans National Cycle Network which continues
through Harpenden to Wheathampstead and
Welwyn Garden City. From Harpenden, Route 6
goes south to St Albans & Watford, and north to
Luton & Milton Keynes.

Enjoy the route as a relaxing journey to work or
school away from the road network. Alternatively,
take a leisurely walk or ride looking out for the
abundant local wildlife. In addition, a number of
circular paths can be enjoyed incorporating rights
of way which cross the Line.
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Redbournbury Mill

Powered by the River Ver - and latterly by a Crossley diesel
engine - the 18th century Mill worked well into the 20th century.
It was restored after a disastrous fire in 1987 and now produces
stoneground flour and bread. The Mill is open, with teas served,
typically on Sunday afternoons and special weekends.
(See back cover for contact details to check opening times).

“The Ver Valley Walk

The Walk traces the

river from its source

near Redbourn to its
conjunction with the Colne
close to Watford. A free
leaflet is available from
local Information Centres.
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When the Nickey Line was built in the 1870’s the
Roundwood area was agricultural land, but in the
early 1900’s the first houses were built, and as more
followed there was an increasing demand for a Halt.

Roundwood Halt was opened 8 August 1927. The G
signal and platform are two of the best surviving
reminders of the former Line.
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Information
Dacorum Borough Council: www.dacorum.gov.uk

Redbourn Parish Council: www.redbourn.org.uk
HarpendenTown Council: www.harpenden.gov.uk

St Albans City & District Council: www.stalbans.gov.uk
Countryside Management Service: www.hertsdirect.org/cms
Sustrans: www.sustrans.org.uk

Friends of the Nickey Line: www.nickeyline.org

St Albans Cycle Campaign: www.stacc.org.uk

Ver Valley Society: www.riverver.co.uk

Redbournbury Mill: www.redbournmill.co.uk

Westfield
Wood

Ambrose
Wood m

BUPA Hospital

Highfield
Lambourn Gdns Oval

@

The Lea Primary
School

History
Books available onThe Nickey Line:

Hertfordshire County Council: www.hertsdirect.org/libsleisure
and click on ‘Enjoying the Countryside’

Further free maps & leaflets in this series:
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